
 
  

 

June 2020 
 

Report from the Captain and President 
 

We hope everyone enjoyed the colder and wetter weather that autumn brought.  Due to COVID-19 

restrictions, the brigade is still isolated from the fire shed, but we are ready to respond if 

necessary to any incidents. The brigade is now in winter shutdown with no training for the next 3 

months.  We are awaiting decisions and information from the RFS as to when and how we will be 

able to hold our AGM. 

There are some handy winter Fire Safety reminders below and news about the grant funds to 

update equipment the brigade has recently applied for.  We have also included a request for 

funding to update our website at www.yassriverbfb.org .  If you have any suggestions for what 

information you would like made available via our website please let our brigade Information 

Officer Michelle Storey know at information.officer@yassriverbfb.org . 
 

Stuart Burrows, Captain 
Peter Clark, President 

Some Fire Safety Reminders for Winter 
 
Lighting fires  

 

There has been a number of notifications of pile burns in our brigade area recently.  Please 

remember that you are not permitted to light a fire in the open (except cooking fires) unless you 

notify your neighbours, the local brigade (6100 6252) and the Yass Fire Control Centre (6226 

3100) at least 24 hours prior to lighting the fire. 

The Yass Fire Control Centre must be contacted 

on a business day.  Fires should only be lit on a 

suitable day when the weather is stable and not 

too windy, and you need to have some 

suppression equipment with you in case the fire 

gets away. 

Never leave a fire unattended. If a fire does 

escape it is essential to call Triple Zero (000) 

immediately so that Emergency Services can 

respond effectively to minimise any possible 

damage.  
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There is a useful guide on when you can light a fire, available on our brigade website at 

https://www.yassriverbfb.org/rescources/Lighting-A-Fire-Quick-Facts-A3.pdf 

and a handy guide on Standards for Pile Burning at 

https://www.yassriverbfb.org/rescources/Standards-for-Pile-Burning.pdf 

Chimney fires 

 

House fires present a significant danger in our area during the winter months with people using 

wood for their fireplaces to heat the house.   A chimney or flue fire can be very dangerous. If a flue 

fire gets into the ceiling space, it can quickly spread to timbers and to the rest of the house. 

All burning wood produces some deposits in the chimney and it is important to ensure that your 

chimney is clear before you start using your fireplace.   Using wet, green or unseasoned wood will 

increase the build-up of residues.  To reduce the problem most heater manufacturers recommend 

burning hardwood only and avoid shutting down the air too much.   

 

Freezing pumps 

 

Water expands when it freezes.  If you leave water in your fire-fighting pumps over winter you risk 

the impeller casing splitting in a severe frost, and in many cases this will destroy the pump.  There 

is usually a drain plug somewhere on the lowest part of the pump.  Even pumps stored in sheds 

can be affected if it is cold enough, so it is worth taking the trouble to drain the water to ensure you 

will have a working pump at the start of the next fire season.  It is also a good idea to leave the 

plug out in case water drains back into the pump from any associated piping, but remember to put 

the plug somewhere where you can find it again (in a bag taped to the pump might help to avoid 

losing it!). 

 

Peter Clark, President 

 

New Equipment Request 
 

After seeking suggestions from members, a brigade working group has applied for funds to obtain 

some new equipment for the brigade.  Equipment applied for includes: 

 

•      Meeting table for the kitchen 

•      Meeting chairs for the kitchen 

•      Microwave oven 

•      Flat Screen TV for training etc 

•      Tablet, for mapping etc for the Incident Controller/Captain 

•      Brigade web redevelopment 

•      Telstra Mobile Repeater for the Cat 9. 

Neville McMartin, Equipment Officer 
 

Notification of Faulty Equipment 
 

Please can members notify the Captain or Equipment Officer if they become aware of any faulty or 

broken equipment.  Any reports will be confidential and will help the brigade ensure that all 

equipment is working when we need it. 

 

Neville McMartin, Equipment Officer
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Requirement for Unique Student Identifiers (USIs) 
 
The NSW RFS has informed us that they are required to record Unique Student Identifiers  (USIs) 
of members before they can be issued with a Statement of Attainment or National Qualification.  
 
The need to have a USI is a legislative requirement of the Standards for Registered Training 
Organisations. 
 
 The USI is a reference number made up of ten numbers and letters that: 
 

• Creates a secure online record of your recognised training and qualifications gained in 
Australia, from all training providers you undertake recognised training with 

• Will give you access to your training records and transcripts 

• Can be accessed online, anytime and anywhere 

• Is free and easy to create, and 

• Stays with you for life. 
 
If you do not have a USI you can go to the following link and create one, then enter it against your 
profile in MyRFS. 
 
https://www.usi.gov.au/your-usi/create-usi 
 
If you are unable to upload the USI, please contact Michael Gapps, Operational Officer, Southern 
Tablelands Zone, NSW RFS, ph: 02 4832 0268, m: 0429 402 151, for assistance, or contact the 
Southern Tablelands Zone office and provide your USI number so it can be recorded. 
 

Michelle Storey, Information Officer 

 

https://www.usi.gov.au/your-usi/create-usi

