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Report from the Captain and President 
After an already extremely challenging and dangerous fire period this summer Australia and the rest of the 
world is now facing the extraordinary health and economic challenge of the COVID-19 outbreak.  We would 
like to firstly wish you all the very best over the difficult months ahead. 
 
Most of our activities have been halted by the COVID-19 outbreak, but all NSW RFS sites are operational at 
this stage and the Yass River Nanima Bushfire Brigade will continue to respond to incidents as required.  We 
will take additional health precautions to help ensure the safety of our fire-fighting teams. 
 
The Fire Danger Season is now officially over and we would like to thank the community for their care and 
vigilance during this year’s dangerous fire conditions, and for promptly reporting fires to 000.  Further 
information on rules for landholders and residents looking to conduct burning activities outside the Bushfire 
Danger Period is available from the Yass River Nanima brigade website at: https://www.yassriverbfb.org/ . 
 
The brigade has attended three bushfires in our own area this season, all of which were responded to rapidly 
and effectively.  A report on the Corrigans Road fire in February, where prompt reporting and follow-up 
prevented a much worse situation developing, is included in this newsletter.  Our members were also 
extremely busy with many teams deployed to the serious bushfires in other parts of the state during summer.   
Thank you to all our fire-fighting teams who worked so hard to protect others.   
 
Thank you also to the catering support team in our brigade who kept our teams supplied with important 
provisions during deployments, including the coordination of donations of food, drinks and goods from Slabs 
for Heroes.  It was heartening to experience the support from the community for the work of the RFS.  
 
Our brigade has created an Information Officer position as a trial and we would like to thank Michelle Storey 
for agreeing to take on this role. We would also like to thank Sally Kaufmann who has provided news to our 
members via email for a number of years and Neville McMartin who set up and has managed our brigade 
website for several years. 

Stuart Burrows, Captain 
Peter Clark, President 

 

Update from the RFS on the response to the COVID-19 outbreak 
As mentioned above I would firstly like to reassure the community that all NSW RFS sites are operational at 

this stage and the Yass River Nanima Bushfire Brigade will continue to respond to incidents as required.  We 

will take additional health precautions to help ensure the safety of our fire-fighting teams.  

However, to protect the health and safety of RFS members and the community at large, the RFS has 

decided to restrict activities.  This means that training nights for our brigade and other planned gatherings 

are cancelled, and our AGM scheduled for May has been postponed.   Only essential visitors should attend 

our Fire Shed and please do not attend if you are unwell. If you do attend, please complete the register 

inside the shed and follow the instructions there.  Further information on the RFS response to the COVID-19 

outbreak is available from https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/news-and-media/coronavirus/_nocache . 

Stuart Burrows, Captain 

https://www.yassriverbfb.org/
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/news-and-media/coronavirus/_nocache


Training activities this summer 
Over the busy summer period we have had numerous people complete a variety of courses to become 
better trained and have usually had about 30 members attending our voluntary monthly training sessions.  I 
try to vary the program to ensure that a range of skills are covered during the season.  Given the busy fire 

season this year a lot of the training has been shed 
based, which has been fortunate given the distinct lack of 
water around the area until the recent rains.  

I felt the February training was especially useful to hear 
what people had learnt during this fire season. It’s the first 
time in my 19 years with the RFS that my brigade has 
had so much experience/exposure to fire.  

For the March training we worked in teams on using 
portable pumps.  This was very relevant for this year, 
when so many landholders had to actively defend their 
properties with their own small fire-fighting equipment.  It 
was gratifying to see how much faster the teams became 
at the pumping task over the course of the evening.  

Unfortunately, training has now been cancelled for the 
remainder of the fire season due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  I look forward to the current crisis being over 
and being able to welcome everyone back to training in 
the future. 

Kylie Eggins, Training Officer 

 

Report on the Corrigans Road fire (on Murrumvale) 
On Tuesday February 18 members were alerted through BART, the brigade’s mobile phone notification 

system, that there was a fire on Corrigans Road. Living close by to Corrigans Road we quickly left our 

workplaces and headed home. We rang neighbours and Peter rang back advising 'it's on your place'. 

Meanwhile neighbours Sandra and Mark Walsh were out looking for and discovering the source of smoke. 

Despite an initial inaccurate report on the location of the fire, Yass River 1 and Yass River 9 arrived quickly 

at the scene of the fire on Murrumvale, the property that we caretake with Phil and Marion Langworthy. 

Manton brigade also attended after a request from the 

Yass River Nanima Captain. A fire had started from dry 

lightning splitting apart a large tree, spreading sparks 

radiating around the tree into sparsely vegetated 

woodland with minimal ground cover. The fire only 

spread to around 2ha before being controlled within 2-3 

hours of the fire crews’ arrival. Heavy clouds appeared 

and we all thought a good soaking was on its way.  

However, in true Elms Rd style this summer the clouds 

had other plans and no rain eventuated.  As a result, we 

decided to check on the fire about 11pm. Mark Walsh 

had the same idea and around midnight the consensus 

was to call 000 due to a hotspot still burning beside 

unburned and densely vegetated ground in fairly windy 

conditions. Stuart attended in the Cat 9 with us two, 

Suzanne and Kim already on site. Both Yass River 

Nanima and Manton  brigades attended again over the next couple of days to deal with smokers, and the fire 

was declared out on Thursday February 20.   We are grateful to the dedicated fire teams that attended to 

deal with the fire. The fact that it took a few return visits to put the fire out highlights the importance of 

continued vigilance of burnt ground until you can be sure that any fire is fully extinguished. 

 

Saan Ecker and Joanne Byrnes 

IN CELEBRATION OF INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY: WOMEN IN 
ATTENDANCE AT OUR MARCH 
TRAINING SESSION. 

YASS RIVER NANIMA AND MANTON 
BRIGADE MEMBERS TACKLING THE 
CORRIGANS ROAD FIRE 


