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Training is next Tuesday 8 March, 6.30 at the fireshed, bbq after.  It will cover over-
runs, a practical foam exercise, building a fire break line and filling a truck using our 
recently resurrected quick-fill pump. Newcomers always welcome. 
 
Also in this email: 
• Callouts 
• Dicks Creek Rd bridge – update 
• Your donation is important 
• 2016 state training calendar 
• PPE trial – update 
• Pouring water on oil/fat fires 
• Flying arsonists 
 
Callouts 
Fortunately, no incidents in our area and although there were some fires and two 
motor vehicle accidents (Nanima Rd and Barton Hwy) further afield, we weren't 
called on to assist. 
 
We were twice asked to nominate crews for contingents to Tasmania, but 
fortunately rain down there meant they were not needed. 
 
Dicks Creek Rd bridge – update 
Work has begun on the temporary steel demountable bridge and Council expects to 
have it finished by the second half of April. Council has also won funding for a 
permanent concrete bridge: 
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/news/update-dicks-creek-road-bridge 
 
Your donation is important 
Just a reminder that our request to residents for an annual donation has been sent 
out recently, and we greatly appreciate the support the community gives us. We are 
a volunteer organisation and although we get some funding from the government, 
much of what we do we fund ourselves from your donations and the efforts of the 
more than 30 people each year who help out at the Al's Kitchen, the hot food shed 
at the Murrumbateman field days (named for one of our deputies, Al Lustenberger, 
who was a driving force for the hot food shed before his untimely death). 
 
2016 State training calendar 
This year's calendar has been released and is available on our website. It contains all 
NSW RFS state-level courses for the next 12 months: 
http://www.yassriverbfb.org/rescources/2016 Training Sheet.A3xls.pdf 
 
PPE trial update 
A trial of new PPE is underway, testing three types of fabric and developing a specific 
jacket and trouser design for women. The trial started in late December and involves 
100 RFS members (including Neville), some of whom were sent to Tasmania as part 
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of the response to support Tasmanian firefighters.  
Neville will have the new PPE with him at training, for anyone who's interested.  
 
Watch what happens if you pour water on an oil/fat fire 
Graphically illustrates why you should never use water to put out a cooking oil fire in 
the kitchen : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3LWYXJvU7yM 
Our training team are planning a live demonstration of fat fires and water for later in 
the year. 

 
Flying arsonists 

Something to watch out for? Black kites and brown falcons appear to 
deliberately set spot fires ahead of the main fire: 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3439042/Birds-prey-starting-fires-
DELIBERATELY-Brown-falcon-dropped-smouldering-twigs-Australian-bush-
smoke-mice-insects-say-researchers.html 
 
http://www.iflscience.com/plants-and-animals/australian-raptors-may-be-playing-
fire 
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