
Newsletter – February 2016 
 
Training is next Tuesday, 9 February, 6.30 at the fireshed, BBQ after.  It'll be a busy 
night, with sessions on: 
• Search and rescue operations 
• Pump and foam use, including burning power poles and foam controls on the 

trucks 
• What to do in the case of an overrun 
• Radio use (practical exercise) 
• Directing trucks 
 
We'll split into groups to work around the exercises. 
 
There will also be a debriefing on the Gunning fire. 
 
Farewell to long-serving Yass River and Sutton brigade members 
Life member of our brigade, Pat Johnson, passed away on the 20th of January 2016. 
Pat gave many years of long and valuable service to the brigade, as meticulous 
treasurer from 1981 to 2000 – even after moving to Murrumbateman in 1991 – and 
also as secretary for some of these years. Pat lived off Butts road and her house was 
seriously under threat during the Mt Ramsey fire of 1991, only being saved by some 
heroic work by Al Lustenberger, Wally Tillman and others. Pat also contributed to the 
community in other ways, being a valuable member of the field days committee, 
including manager, during which time the field days went from strength to strength. 
Totally separately, Pat inaugurated the Murrumbateman Services Directory, which 
most households have at hand today. The brigade sent a floral tribute and extends 
its deepest sympathy to her family. 
 
Ken Hardy, father of our Group 4 captain, Ron Hardy, passed away on the 31st of 
January 2016. Ken was a life member and founding member of the Sutton brigade, 
devoting much of his life to the brigade. We extend our deepest sympathies to Ron 
and his family. 
 
Callouts  
11 Jan – we provided an immediate response crew to the Bookham fire on the 
highway, but were stood down before getting there 
11 Jan – attended the Goulburn/Tarago fire 
20-21 January – Big Hill fire, at Gunning (see photos in the photo album). We 
provided three immediate response crews on the first day and a mop-up crew on the 
second day, and offered catering support (not required):  
• Peter and Donna G in the Cat 9 
• Rick M and Dave B in the Cat 1, initially with Gunning members to make up the 

crew and later joined by Gareth  
• Neville McM and Dave F in the Cat 7 
• Michael G, Neil McG, Dave B, Sonia S and Judy H all day on mop-up operations on 

the second day. 
 

http://yassriverbfb.org/photos_1.html


Captain' notes:  
Neville and Dave provided some great work on the eastern side of the creek at the 
front of the Gunning fire until about 8.30pm, helping bring it under control and 
controlling spot fires that jumped up to 1km ahead of the main fire. Rick and the 
Cat 1 crew had their hands full with property protection and were instrumental in 
saving a house. 
 
This fire saw the deployment of the Southern Bell aircraft to drop retardant on the 
fire, a most impressive sight flying slow and low over the fireground. Although there 
were large stock losses, fences destroyed and many acres of land burnt, this fire 
could have been a lot worse, given the proximity to Gunning, were it not for the 
efforts of the volunteers on such a bad fire day.  
 
It is not always possible to send everybody to fires and it takes many phone calls to 
put a crew together at short notice, but Tim's roster certainly helps by providing 
valuable information on your availability. If your situation changes during the week 
or on a bad fire day, let Tim or myself know, to assist in putting crews together. 
 
The fire season has taken a welcome turn for the better with the recent rain, but 
permits are still required if you want to do any burning.  
 
Good Hope member, Leo Dawes, experienced a mini tornado on his property while 
he was attending a fire near Burrinjuck recently,  
http://www.yasstribune.com.au/story/3692620/mini-tornado-trail-of-
destruction/?cs=1554   
 
Equipment updates 
• The hand-held radios are now stored in the truck cabin lockers above the 

windscreen. If you use them at a fire, swap the battery with one on a charger in 
the kitchen before you go home. 

• Rick and Neville have fitted the portable fridge we got through the RFSA grant to 
the Cat 1; it turns off and on with the truck isolator. 

 
Your donation is important 
Our annual request for a donation was sent out recently. Donations, together with 
the funds we earn from the field days, are our main source of funds, financing many 
of our capital expenses, which this year will include further improvements to shed 
security, increasing our water storage capacity at the shed, obtaining a trailer-
mounted quick-fill pump and another hand-held radio unit (allowing contact with 
Fire Control when the user is not in the truck). Additionally, in response to our 
increasing membership numbers we are starting to set funds aside to finance 
expansion of the fire shed. 
 
Egg bounty 
Dave F is selling eggs through Murrumbateman Rural Store to raise money for the 
brigade. So far he has raised $80 from the donation bucket; more people are 
donating than taking eggs.  

http://www.yasstribune.com.au/story/3692620/mini-tornado-trail-of-destruction/?cs=1554
http://www.yasstribune.com.au/story/3692620/mini-tornado-trail-of-destruction/?cs=1554


 
Website  
Neville has done some work on the website, revamping the front page and adding a 
daily weather forecast, and creating a photo album. Please send him any photos you 
take. 
 
PocketBook app update 
The app will automatically update the next time you open it. The new version is 
Version 25 (check number at the bottom of the 'info' screen). Changes include: 
• FTASC changed to ITASC 
• IMSAFE changed to IMSAFER 
• New Commissioner’s Foreword and revised Disclaimers. 
 
Firies’ work culture saves them from heat exhaustion 
Bushfire fighters modify their behaviour to cope with heat stress and as a result are 
less likely to collapse from heat exhaustion than elite athletes, researchers 
suggest: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-01-11/firies-working-culture-saves-
them-from-heat-exhaustion/7015146 
 
Photos included in the newsletter: 
• Crews in convoy at the Big Hill fire, Gunning, 20 January, 2016 
• The Southern Bell, the very large air tanker, dropping retardant on the Gunning 

fire, 20 January 2016 
 
Link: Photos 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-01-11/firies-working-culture-saves-them-from-heat-exhaustion/7015146
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-01-11/firies-working-culture-saves-them-from-heat-exhaustion/7015146
http://www.yassriverbfb.org/photos/Gunning%20Fire%20Jan%202016%20Web/Thumbnails.html

