
September 2015 

Training resumes this Tuesday, BF course, call for field days volunteers, above-normal fire 

risk this season 

Regular monthly training resumes this month.  

Also in this email:  

 upcoming BF course – you need to nominate to attend 

 call for field days volunteers 

 early fire season in the northeast of the state and above-normal fire risk season 

forecast for our area. 

Training: Tuesday 8 September (next Tuesday) at the fireshed at 6.30pm 

This is the first session for the season and it is important that as many people as possible 

attend, so we can kick off on a good footing for a season that may be challenging (see 

below). As well as regrouping after winter, training will cover preparation for the upcoming 

fire season, inventory and a small exercise. The training team has been considering training 

night structure now we have greater numbers attending and are making changes 

accordingly. 

We will have a more varied barbecue menu this year, and a tucker tin for donations to cover 

the increased cost involved. There will be chicken skewers in addition to sausages this time, 

but I'm happy to consider suggestions for subsequent sessions. 

BF training course 

Gundaroo/Back Creek brigades are running a bush firefighting (BF) course (the foundation 

course for all subsequent certificates) on the weekend of 24-25 October, 8.30–4.30 both 

days, with a session on the Friday evening beforehand (23rd, 6.30–9.00pm). This is a great 

local opportunity to get your certificate before the fire season starts in earnest. If you're 

interested in attending, you need to get your nomination form in so it can be processed. 

Contact Peter Clark (0427 484 237). Morning and afternoon teas and lunch provided both 

days.  

Field Days – call for volunteers 

The field days on are the weekend of 17–18 October this year. In addition to the 30 people 

we need to fulfil our share of the roster in Al's Kitchen over the weekend (about 180 people 

in all), we need people on Thursday and Friday to help prep food and set up the shed, so 

this is a call for volunteers to help in this major exercise. Our day is Saturday and each shift 

(morning, lunch, afternoon) is about 4 hrs long. 

If you don't want to work in the hot food shed, RFS brigades also handle the parking and 

rubbish collection, if that would suit you better.  

Please let me know if you can help at this event, which is our major fundraiser for the year 

and vital to keeping our brigade in top operational condition. It's also a lot of fun and comes 

with a free pass into the field days and a free meal after your shift. 

Fire season 

The 2015–16 bushfire season could see above-normal fire activity in our region, according 

to the latest outlook from the Bushfire & Natural Hazards Cooperative Research Centre. An 



early season has already been declared in most of the northeastern zones in NSW (19 

zones). 

Full report, including a map:  http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/hazardnotes/010 

Help the brigade help you by ensuring our trucks can get to your house in an emergency. 

Our largest tankers, the ones deployed for house protection, are 2.4 metres wide, 7.5 

metres long, need at least 3.5 metres clearance in height, weigh 13.7 tonne and have a 

17.5m turning circle. Protect yourself by checking the access to your property and prepare it 

as well as you can by clearing overhanging/overgrown vegetation and checking that bridges 

and grids can carry the weight (or mark them accordingly if they can't). 
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