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Despite it being winter, there is a lot of news this month: 
• Training 
• 'Pathway to Deputy' program 
• Callouts 
• House fire risk – three in our zone in the past fortnight 
• 60th birthday celebrations – save the date: Saturday 4 November 
• Shed extension ready for next fire season 
• Duty officer phone number 
• Yarrh solstice event – outcome 
• Murrumbateman field days – save the date: 21 & 22 October 
• Mobile blood bank in Yass – 17 July, 9.30am–4pm 
• Trivia Night – 9 September 
 
Training 
While regular training is in recess, informal winter training sessions continue in the same 
timeslot, 11 July, 6.30 at the shed, 'tummy warmer' afterwards. It will be a practical 
session on navigation – working with GPS and using maps, based around AF level exercises 
but using skills that all firefighters need to practice regularly. If you plan to attend, please let 
Broni (draphyd@apex.net.au) know for catering. 
 
There is also a lot of training literature on our website, under the training tab, if you want to 
do a refresher session or two. 
 
Pathway to Deputy program 
When it became obvious that the brigade didn't have enough suitably qualified members 
available to fill all the deputy captain roles this year, Gareth set about developing 
a ‘pathway to deputy’ program to overcome the problem. Endorsed by the committee at 
the last meeting, the program will start immediately. It's a mentoring program in which a 
Deputy mentors one pathway participant for two fire seasons. During the program, 
participants will undertake leadership at training and also learn the rudiments of 
conducting training and quality control of activities.  
 
sSuccessful completion of the program will mean a participant has learned all aspects of the 
role and is qualified to stand for election at an annual general meeting. Potential 
participants may nominate or be asked to nominate for the program at any time. Being a 
mentoring program, the number of participants at any time will be limited by the number of 
available deputies.  
 
Callouts 
A tree fire this month is a timely reminder to be careful what you do with ash and coals 
when you clean out the wood fire. On 11 June, Neville McM and Peter McC in the Cat 1 and 
the Manton Cat 9 attended a tree on fire (see photo below) on Manton’s part of Yass River 
Rd, spotted and called in by Glenn O as he travelled Yass River Rd. The fire was started by 
coals dumped at the base of the tree. Stony Creek brigade dealt with a fire started the same 
way in 2015. 
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House fire risk – three in our zone in the past fortnight 
Winter is the most dangerous time of the year for house fires, with three in our zone in the 
past fortnight, so if you haven’t checked your smoke alarms recently, now would be a good 
time. There are two types available these days, photoelectric and ionisation. Photoelectric 
ones detect smoker earlier, which may give you more time to evacuate safely. If you are 
caught in a house fire, stay low (below the thickest smoke), get out as quickly as you can 
and then call Triple Zero (000). 
 
 60th birthday celebrations – save the date – Sat 4 Nov 
Our 60th anniversary celebrations will be held on Saturday 4 November and will include a 
two-course dinner at the Warrambui function centre. A sub-committee headed up by Dave 
M is planning the program for the day. Save the date now. 
 
Shed extension ready for next fire season 
Plans are underway to have the extension complete before the start of the fire season. 
Modifications to the kitchen and first bay may take longer. The application has gone to 
council. Many thanks to surveyor Robert McCauley, from Geomatic & Property Services in 
Yass, for donating the work on the plans.  
 
Duty offer phone number 
The brigade now has a Duty Officer phone number that is always monitored by the captain 
or a deputy. It is set to cascade through the list progressively, which could take as long as 40 
seconds depending on who is on duty, so stay on the line until your call is answered. 
The number is (02) 6100 6252 and it is on the website under Contacts. Put it in your phone. 
 
Yarrh solstice bonfire – outcome 
It was a great winter solstice bonfire/wine and food tasting at Yarrh winery on Saturday 17 
June, and everyone had a fantastic time. Peter extends a big thank you to all those from the 
brigade who helped out with the many jobs that were needed to make the night a success, 
and to Yarrh owners and brigade members, Fiona and Neil, whose donation of $3,200 to the 
brigade is greatly appreciated and is significant in ensuring we can get our extension done 
this year, before the next fire season. 
 
Murrumbateman field days – update 
it's time to save the date:  21 and 22 October.  
Planning continues behind the scenes. Because the catering outlets at the field days are all 
run by community organisations, a lot of work is put into ensuring there is a great variety of 
food available on the day without the outlets competing with each other. The RFS team is 
working with the MFD organisers and other catering groups to settle menus (including 
accepting some external caterers –coffee and pizzas – under the umbrella of a local 
community group). 
 
Trivia night – Murrumbateman Inn, 9 Sept  
Local brigades are holding a trivia night at the Murrumbateman Inn on Saturday 9 
September from 7 to 10 pm. The aim is to have a bit of inter-brigade fun and give the 
community an opportunity to get to know their local brigade members. If you’d like to go 



and have a new neighbour, book seats with Rhian on 0448 302 955 ($10 per head, meal and 
drinks extra). 
 
Mobile blood bank in Yass – Monday 17 July 
See flyer below. 
 

Photo 
Tree on fire on Yass River Rd in mid-June. Photo courtesy Glenn O. 
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