
May 2017 

Training next Tuesday, AGM results and a bit more 

Training is this Tuesday, 9 May, 6.30pm at the shed. BBQ after. Training will concentrate on 

motor vehicle accidents, which are our most likely type of callout over the winter months. 

Reminder: Make sure you sign the attendance book when you arrive. 

Also in this email: 

• Callouts 

• Results of the AGM 

• Secretary loose on the high seas 

• Field Days – Increased scrutiny of OH&S for catering (and trader) outlets 

• Correction – what you need to do for fires in the off-season 

Callouts 

21 April: Neville, returning the Cat 2 to the fireshed after its annual checkup in Yass, had the 

misfortune to be closest when Firecomm needed someone to check a grass fire at the 

tunnel on Yass River Rd. Motorists had extinguished it when he arrived, leaving a burnt-out 

area of about 10 square metres, possibly started by sparks from trailer safety chains 

dragging on the Barton Highway, above the tunnel. (See picture, below). 

Results of the AGM 

A record 52 people attended last week s AGM at the shed, enjoyed a hot meal put on by 

some of the brigade s catering team (Michelle, Fiona, Liz, Judy, Sally) and elected the 

following committee: 

Captain: Stuart Burrows 

President: Peter Clark 

Vice President: Broni Jekyll 

Secretary: Tim Scully 

Senior Deputy: Gareth Ellem 

Deputy Captain 1: Dave Morton 

Deputy Captain 2: Neville McMartin 

Deputy Captain 3: Scott Burrows 

Deputy Captain 4: Rick Mumberson 

Training Officer: Gareth Ellem 

Equipment Officer: Neville McMartin 

Treasurer: Joanne Reid 

Health & Safety Officer: Sonia Slattery 

Food Controller: Sally Kaufmann 

Food Controller: Judy Hancock 

Field officers don t take up their roles until confirmed by the RFS (takes about 2 weeks); 

other officers assume their positions straight after the meeting. 

We are one deputy captain short on last year, due to a dearth of members with the crew 

leader wildfire (CLW) qualification.  

Secretary loose on the high seas 

Secretary Tim is having some fun, some not so fun  times on the seas north and west of 

Australia. Follow his trip here: 



https://forecast.predictwind.com/tracking/display/Tyra 

Field Days – increased scrutiny of OH&S for catering outlets 

Every year health and other inspections increase (although the few issues that do arise are 

not usually with our outlet). This year, in addition to the council health inspector, the field 

days management will have someone on the grounds checking that caterers and traders 

follow OHS&E (environment) protocols, including such things as trip hazards, tagging of 

electrical cords and hot water urn placements. They also aim to develop a recycling program 

in stages over coming years, starting with a cardboard recycling station for the catering 

groups this year.  

Correction 

In some sort of brain fade last issue I said that people need a permit to light a fire in the off-

season. Absolutely not so. However, you do need to advise your local fire authority (Yass 

Fire Control or the brigade for your area) and neighbours, at least 24 hours before you start 

the fire. This avoids the neighbours being concerned unnecessarily and avoids having 

volunteer firefighters called out unnecessarily to check the source of smoke. 


Grass fire on Yass River Rd, at the tunnel (21 April 2017). Photo courtesy Neville McM 
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