
April 2017 

Training Tuesday (some pre-reading), training courses, AGM, and much more  

Training is this Tuesday, 11 April, 6.30pm at the shed. BBQ after.  Training will concentrate 

on relay pumping – please read the doc attached beforehand, so we can get maximum value 

from the training – and truck cleaning. 

Reminder: Make sure you sign the attendance book when you arrive (and fill in last month s 

if you haven t already). 

 

Also in this email: 

 Training courses 

 Sad loss of another long-time supporter of the brigade 

 AGM – Captain and President not standing 

 Fire season over 

 Nanima locality name retained 

 Yass RFSA branch created 

 New personal protection clothing (PPC) rollout begins 

 Field Days – northern carpark relocated 

 Preparing for emergencies 

Training courses 

Several people have done courses recently or have nominated for upcoming courses:  Troy, 

Glen, Tibor and John S have started the RFD (driver) course and Peter M has been doing the 

advanced firefighter (AF) course in Goulburn. Kim, Suzanne, Peter M and Ian P have 

nominated for the village fire fighter (VF) course being held over two weekends in May. 

There is a crew leader village firefighter (CLV) at the same time. Prerequisite certificates are 

required (BF for the VF course). Participants get the opportunity to carry out supervised 

firefighting activities characteristic of village environments rather than bushfires. Dates: 6&7 

and 27&28 May.  If you are interested and haven t already nominated, contact Peter or 

Gareth. 

 

Sad loss of another long-time supporter of the brigade 

It was a sad month with the passing of Alison Hodgson, wife of long-time member, John, 

who was secretary/treasury for different periods spanning more than thirty years. Alison 

was a great supporter of the brigade and was heavily involved in fund-raising (among other 

things), running some great woolshed dances at McClungs woolshed in earlier years. Many 

of our members had a wonderful friendship with both John and Alison over many years and 

our sympathies go to her family.    

 

AGM – Thursday 27 April  

Neither Peter nor Kane will be standing for re-election this AGM. Peter has spent 14 years as 

captain, preceded by 14 years as senior deputy. Kane has been president for 8 years, taking 

over from Peter Arentz. These three, together with long-serving secretary, John Hodgson, 

led the brigade well, creating a long stable period in which the brigade flourished and, more 

recently, grew rapidly without destroying its culture. They have been quick to say that it 

takes more than one person to make things work successfully, and that without the support 

of the team around them, our successes would not have been possible. They believe the 



brigade is in a very healthy state and for it to continue to flourish, some of the newer 

members need the opportunity to step up, bringing enthusiasm and new ideas. They have 

announced their intentions so that members will have time to consider whether they would 

like to take on more responsibility. As always, all positions are open and available at the 

meeting.  

 

The evening will start at 7pm with a hot meal, followed by the business of the meeting and 

concluding with tea/coffee and sweets. 

 

Fire season over 

After a busy fire season it suddenly went full circle. With a bit of rain and warm weather it 

has greened up and knocked the fire season on its head overnight. The season was initially 

extended for another month but just as quickly the extension was revoked and the season 

ended on the usual date, 31 March. This means the more stringent regulations applying to 

the fire season are lifted. The normal rules continue to apply, particularly that you must 

notify neighbours and your local brigade 24 hours before having a fire.  

 

Now the season is over, the trucks are going through their annual checks. The Cat 2 has 

been checked, the Cat 1 will be next. 

 

Council retains Nanima locality name 

In March, Yass Valley Council determined to retain the Nanima locality name, which comes 

from the now-historic Nanima Station. (Nanima is an indigenous word meaning the other 

side of the river . There was a goldrush on the Station that peaked in 1872.)   

 

Yass Valley RFSA branch comes into being  

A Yass Valley branch of the RFSA has been established. This means that each of the regions 

in the southern zone now has its own RFSA branch to support brigades and members in its 

area. Four office bearers were elected on an interim basis, pending a meeting to confirm 

them (or change them): John Powell (Manton), chair; Richard Alley (Murrumbateman), 

secretary; Luke Amor (Wallaroo), deputy chair; and Craig Cartwright (Sutton), delegate. 

 

New personal protection clothing rollout begins 

A two-year review of personal protection clothing (PPC) considering style, fit, fabric and 

functionality has culminated in a new design in a new fabric, with specific male and female 

versions. The new ensemble includes a yellow jacket with dark navy bottoms (either over-

trousers or cargo pants). The new PPC will be rolled out progressively from July 2017 as 

yellows' need replacement. Female members will be given access to the women s range as 

a priority. 

 

Planning for the 2017 field days – changed carpark arrangements 

At the first meeting for the field days  catering groups, the new location of the northern 

carpark was explained. Due to the construction of the horse facilities, this carpark will be 

further east than it used to be. Access from the Barton Highway will be the same as before 

but traffic will then be directed to the new location, and entry to the field days site will be 

on the north east, rather than in the northern corner where it has been in the past. 

 



Preparing for emergencies – your emergency kit 

While the RFS concentrates on preparing a fire plan for your circumstances, many in our 

area are also at risk of flood and nobody is immune from the possibility of a serious accident 

happening to themselves or those close to them. Whether fire, flood or personal disaster, it 

is useful to be prepared for an emergency.  

 

One thing is to have an emergency kit bag organised. Know what you will use for this 

purpose and, as far as possible, have it packed and ready to go. To start with, it should be 

waterproof. Make a list of what goes into it and keep the list either in the bag itself, in your 

diary, or on your smart phone (but consider the risk of a flat battery and no way to charge 

it).   

 

Your kit should include a battery-operated radio, waterproof torch and batteries, batteries 

for your smart phone and tablet  (and any other electronic equipment you have), first aid kit 

and manual, candles and waterproof matches, a combination pocket knife, and a list of 

contacts. These could be permanently packed. On high risk days, add the other things on 

your list. These should include your important papers, medications, toiletries, sanitary 

supplies, special requirements for any infants or elderly (or pets), your mobile phone 

charger, valuables and precious items such as photographs. You should also take blankets 

(preferably woollen, because wool resists burning), a change of clothes for everyone, and 

supplies of drinking water (at least 3L per person). Don t forget cash, ATM cards and credit 

cards.  

 

Have your important papers in one place, preferably in a waterproof wrapping, that you can 

pick up and pack quickly. These papers could include birth and marriage certificates, 

passports, your house and contents insurance policies, medical prescriptions and medical 

information (including blood types). Think about what else falls into this category in your 

circumstances and include those documents, too.  

 

Have a list (on paper and on your smart phone) of your emergency contacts. Include family, 

neighbours, emergency services, your local council, your doctor, your insurance company, 

website addresses (such as Fires near me and local Facebook pages – community pages, the 

Trib page and flood pages), and radio frequencies covering where you are and where you 

plan to go (especially 666, because the ABC is responsible for emergency information). Who 

will you advise that you are leaving your place and when you have arrived at your 

destination safely? 

 



			Yass	River	

Relay	Pumping	

Relay	pumping	is	used	where	a	source	of	water	sufficient	for	the	operation	is	a	long	distance	from	

the	operation	or	when	an	uninterruptable	water	supply	for	an	operation	is	required.	

Relay	pumping	consists	of	a	number	of	pumps	spaced	at	intervals	between	a	water	source	and	the	

incident.	The	water	source	can	be	a	hydrant	or	a	dam/stream/pool.	Multiple	pumps	are	used	to	

overcome	pressure	and	flow	losses	due	to	friction	and	head.	A	quick-fill	portable	can	be	used	as	one	

of	the	relay	points.	Relay	pumping	may	use	an	open	circuit	or	closed	circuit.	

Open	Circuit	

In	an	open	circuit	relay,	water	is	delivered	into	a	holding	dam	or	the	tank	of	each	truck	in	the	relay.	

Open	circuit	is	often	used	to	keep	the	tank	topped	up.	

The	water	can	be	delivered	into	an	RFS	tanker	via	the	65mm	quick-fill/hydrant	point	or	by	manually	

inserting	the	hose	into	the	top	of	the	tank.	It	is	important	to	note	that	the	supply	goes	via	the	tank	

before	passing	through	the	pump	of	the	truck	supplying	water	to	the	incident.	Therefore	if	the	pump	

fails	the	crew	with	the	branch	lines	will	lose	all	water	flow	and	pressure.	

	

	

	

Or	

	

	

	

	

	 	

	

Closed	Circuit	

In	a	close	circuit	relay,	water	is	fed	directly	into	the	inlet	of	each	subsequent	pump	including	the	

truck	supplying	water	to	the	incident.	On	RFS	tankers	this	is	usually	achieved	by	supplying	water	via	

the	75mm	draughting	inlet	on	the	rear	left	corner.	Therefore,	if	the	pump	should	fail	on	the	truck	

supplying	water	to	the	branch	lines,	the	preceding	pump(s)	will	take	up	some	of	the	slack	albeit	with	

reduced	pressure	and	flow	until	the	operators	increase	the	output	of	their	pumps.	

Although	more	complex	to	setup	the	closed	relay	system	guarantees	an	uninterruptable	water	

supply.	Pump	operators	should	aim	to	keep	the	compound	gauge	at	0-200	kPa.	If	the	compound	

gauge	drops	below	zero	the	65mm	lay-flat	supply	line	will	collapse.	Increase	the	supply,	or	

manipulate	the	draughting	inlet	valve	to	reduce	the	bypass,	or	decrease	the	demand	on	the	pump	

and	vice	versa	if	the	compound	gauge	is	reading	above	200	kPa.	
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