
April 2016 

Training Tuesday, AGM date, danger period ends, and more  
 

Training is next Tuesday 12 April, 6.30 at the fireshed, bbq after. Training will cover overruns, using the 

quickfill pump, truck reversing, and hydration. Don't forget your PPE. If you don't have yellows, wear long 

pants, closed-in shoes and a long-sleeved shirt. A change of clothes never goes amiss when we're training with 

water. 

 

Also in this email: 

 Callouts 

 Fire danger period ends – what you need to do in the off-season 

 AGM - 7pm, Thursday 28 April, hot dinner provided 

 Anzac Day march – emergency services contingent 

 Murrumbateman field days – planning for 2016 starts, save the date: 15–16 Oct 

 RFS contract positions available 

 Massive Tasmania deployment 

 Major 5-year radio comms upgrade completed 

 National memorial services for firies and other emergency service personnel 

 Grass fire risk is greater than previously thought – CSIRO 

Callouts 

Fortunately, no callouts since the last newsletter. The weekly roster system tracking volunteers' availability to 

respond to a fire has been suspended for the season.  

 

Fire danger period ends 

The fire season ended on 31 March. In normal conditions, it will resume at the beginning of October. In the 

interim, you don't need a permit for a fire, but you need to give the brigade captain, Yass Fire Control and your 

neighbours 24 hours' notice if you plan to light a fire (other than cooking/heating fires). The captain reminds 

everyone that conditions remain very dry and asks everyone to exercise care if lighting any sort of fire. For 

more information, see the RFS website: http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP 

  

Annual General Meeting – 7pm, Thursday 28 April  

The AGM will be on Thursday 28th of April, slightly earlier than in previous years, which should mean the 

evening will be a little warmer. Join us at the fireshed at 7pm for a hot dinner and dessert before the business 

of the evening starts. Newcomers very welcome. If you plan to attend, let me know so we can get the catering 

right. 

 

Anzac Day march – emergency services contingent 

Yass RSL is keen to have an emergency services' presence at the upcoming Anzac Day march (Monday 25th of 

March). Dress code for RFS members is (clean) PPE trousers and yellow shirt (not PPE jacket). Medals as 

appropriate. Let Peter know if you are interested in participating. The march steps off at 10.45am outside the 

Clubhouse hotel. 

 

Murrumbateman field days 

The first meeting with the field days' catering organisers takes place this month. This marks the start of the 

process that culminates in the two days we are all familiar with and which, as a result of the efforts of our 30 

or so volunteers, raise 50% or more of the funds we need each year to support our brigade. I will be asking for 

volunteers around the beginning of September so please save the date, third weekend in October, Saturday 

and Sunday, 15th and 16th.  

 

RFS contract positions available 

The RFS is offering 2–4 year contracts in the state mitigation crews program. Closing date is Sunday 17th of 

April, 2016. The mitigation program undertakes hazard reductions, runs the AIDER program and provides 

state-wide specialist operation support. See: 

http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP


*         Crew leader:  http://iworkfor.nsw.gov.au/job/mitigation-crew-leader-24695 

*         Crew member:  http://iworkfor.nsw.gov.au/job/mitigation-crew-member-24693 

Massive Tasmania deployment 

Between early January and mid-March, the NSW RFS coordinated the deployment of more than 1280 

personnel to the fires in Tasmania, including personnel from other agencies and states (National Parks, Fire & 

Rescue NSW, Forests, and the ACT RFS as well as QLD and SA). Roles included frontline firefighters, RAFT 

specialists, incident management personnel and fire behaviour analysts. NSW RFS also provided aircraft, 

tankers and vehicles, weather stations and base camp facilities – no easy job deploying these assets interstate, 

especially across Bass Strait. 

 

Major 5-year radio comms upgrade completed 

A five-year program to improve radio and paging systems across the NSW RFS was completed in December 

2015. The upgrade involved: 

 Refreshing the analogue Private Mobile Radio (PMR) transmitter network to a digital standard. 

 Renewing 279 radio transmitters, along with power sources, cabling and antennas.  

 Improving esilience and redundancy of the radio systems architecture.  

 Implementing remote monitoring of network transmitters and equipment. 

 Linking radio sites through a series of microwave dishes, making it possible to transfer more 

information across the network and, where appropriate, allowing for more than one agency voice 

channel. 

 Building 70 new radio towers, two of which exceed 80m in height, delivering an improved radio 

footprint into areas which had never before had any radio communications. 

 Replacing and standardising paging servers, the drivers of the messaging system, and migrating the 

paging network to what is known as Simulcast Technology, meaning that all paging sites in a network 

transmit at the same time. 

National Memorial Service for fire and emergency services personnel 

Members are invited to attend the national memorial service for fire and emergency services personnel on 

Friday 29th of April 2016, 8.45am–9.40am, at the National Emergency Services Memorial at Lake Burley 

Griffin, Canberra. The public service will honour the commitment and sacrifice of personnel who lost their lives 

in the line of duty. A memorial medallion will be presented to wives/partners of those who have died. 

If you wish to attend, RSVP to AFAC by phone (03 9414 2388)  or email. 

 

Grass fire risk can be greater than thought – CSIRO 

Existing methods of evaluating grass fire risk underestimate the danger, CSIRO research shows, meaning that 

greener grass is more of a risk than previously thought, and fires could burn faster than previously thought. A 

revised method for calculating grass fire behaviour has been developed and is being incorporated into NSW 

RFS calculators. 
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