
March 2017 

Training tomorrow, magnificent firefighting response, AGM date, brigade history & 60th, 

& much more 

 

We ve had a busy firefighting month as well as a committee meeting on 16 Feb, so 

there s more than usual in this newsmail. 

 

Training 

Training is tomorrow, 14 March, 6.30pm at the shed. BBQ out of the catering truck 

after.  Training will cover radio use, map reading and truck familiarity (including, for 

our catering team, familiarity with the catering truck).  

The training team is looking for more people to do the first aid course, to ensure that 

if anyone has a health problem on the fireground, their crew mates will be well 

placed to provide immediate help. 

And a reminder: With greater numbers at training, we need to be more conscious of 

ensuring we leave room for the trucks to move about and don t block anyone in. 

 

Further in this email: 

• Callouts  

• Magnificent response – captain 

• Letters for employers 

• Hall Rotary donation and RFSA grant 

• Shed extension 

• Annual General Meeting – Thursday 27 April 

• Brigade s 60th birthday – suggestions? 

• Brigade history – would you like to help? 

• Letter from Mulligans Flat Rd residents 

• Donations 

• Latest poem from Sutton brigade member, Marty Boyce 

• Photos 

Callouts … ontinued to e usy 

The past four weeks continued to be busy for our firefighters. Since the last newsmail 

we have provided 15 crews at 7 fires: 

• Wargeila Rd flareup (14 Feb, 2 crews) 

• Lightning strike near Old Gap Rd (18 Feb, 1 crew) 

• Lightning strike behind Everton on Yass River Rd (19 Feb, 2 crews) 

• Carwoola fire (17 Feb, 1 crew; 18 Feb, 1 crew; 22 Feb, 1 crew) 

• Gunning Golf Club fire (25 Feb, 1 crew; fire considered below par by at least one 

deputy) 

• Duke Rd fire, Sutton, (9 Mar, 2 crews) 

• Dicks Creek Rd fire (11 Mar, 4 crews) 

 



The three crews we provided for the Carwoola fire were part of a great response that 

managed to save 56 homes during the devastating blaze. 

 

Volunteers who turned out for the fires listed above include Dave B, Scott, Stuart, 

Peter C, Ric, Gareth, Michael, Dennis H, Broni, Mac, Neville, Peter McC, Dave M, Rick, 

Jason, Gertraud, Caroline, Glenn, Ian, Troy,  Sonia, Mark, and Tim W.   

 

The Dicks Creek Rd fire was in our own area. It started from a power line fault at 

around midday at 963 Dicks Creek road. All our trucks attended. Neville was first on 

the scene and did a great job on his own fighting it. Gareth, Rick, Broni, Mac, Jason, 

Ric, Stuart and Peter C were in the other vehicles. We will be patrolling it for the next 

couple of days. Help also came from Back Creek, Gundaroo and Manton brigades. 

In addition to our fire-fighting efforts, on 3 March Broni and Mac assisted with 

parking at the service for the Basnett family members who passed away while 

cleaning a water tank at Gunning.  

 

Magnificent response – captain 

Throughout January and February, virtually every able-bodied trained firefighter in 

our brigade has turned out to help quell fires in the region, many of them – 

especially drivers – on multiple occasions. There have been many thank-you 

letters/emails and Facebook tributes to members and brigades for the effort that has 

been put in by so many over this fire season, and our captain, Peter Clark, wants to 

reiterate that everyone should be congratulated on a job well done.  Peter extends a 

big thank-you to Broni and Mac for helping at the Basnett service and to all the 

members who have attended fires recently, 'it has been a great effort by all 

concerned , he says.   

 

Additionally, Peter says that while we have been fortunate that there have been no 

fires in our own district (with the exception of the Dick s Creek Rd fire a day or so 

ago), it is also a credit to our community for the care they have taken throughout the 

season, including identifying situations that could have been serious had they not 

acted quickly.  

 

Letter for employers 

If you have an employer that provides emergency services leave, we can give you a 

letter to verify you were firefighting. Email Tim (secretary@yassriverbfb.org). 

 

Grants and donations 

Hall Rotary Club: The club is donating $5000 towards our shed extension. We are 

very grateful for this donation and to Bill W for his suggestion that we apply to the 

club for funding. Kane and Peter will attend a Rotary function on 14 March to receive 

the funds. 

RFSA grant scheme: We will be receiving two Engel fridges through this scheme, 
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giving us a fridge for each truck now.  

Thanks to secretary Tim, who prepared the funding requests. 

 

Shed extension 

As mentioned in previous newsmails, we need more room at the shed to 

accommodate our greater amount of equipment and greater number of active 

members these days. As a consequence, plans are underway to extend the existing 

shed to the west to create an area equivalent to a new truck bay. This will allow us to 

house some of our equipment, particularly the quick fill  trailer (which speeds up the 

process of refilling tankers during a fire) without displacing a tanker. If we can raise 

the funds needed, we will also create a separate training area and do the work 

needed to reclaim the mezzanine storage area, which is currently off-limits due to a 

design flaw common to all fire sheds of our design. We have some savings set aside 

for this work as well as, now, the Rotary grant. To do it all we need close to $20,000. 

 

Annual General Meeting – save the date 

This year s AGM will be on Thursday 27 April. Join us at the fireshed at 7pm for a hot 

dinner before the business of the evening. We ll follow that with dessert and coffee 

and a chance to catch up after what has been a very busy season. Newcomers very 

welcome. If you plan to attend, respond to this email or let the secretary know, so 

we can get the catering right. 

 

Brigade’s 60th birthday 

The brigade turns 60 this year and we plan to have a happy event later in the year to 

celebrate this milestone. More details soon. If you would like to make suggestions 

for the celebration, it s not to late to be considered. Respond to this email, or pass 

your thoughts on to another committee member. 

 

Brigade history – would you like to help? 

We are working on our brigade history. We have rounded up all the paper records 

and CTO group has kindly categorised, sorted and digitised them for us. As the first 

stage in writing the full history, we plan to produce a roughly decade-by-decade 

summary of those early years in the form of a commemorative booklet, to mark our 

60th anniversary.  

The next stage will be to talk to brigade members and residents who have been in 

the area for a long time, to draw out their precious memories and expand on our 

story.  

One or two people have already expressed interest in helping with the history 

project. If anyone else is interested, please contact me within the next week. Initially, 

the job will be to read the documents for a particular period, summarising/dot-

pointing the key events, trends and issues of the period and anything else notable. 

We ll work individually and as a team to get a full, unified view of our early years. 

 



Letter from Mulligans Flat Rd residents 

 We recently received a lovely letter from Sutton residents, Kay Hardy and Roger 

Medway, expressing their 'gratitude for the immense efforts' of the RFS 

volunteers who 'worked so tirelessly on our farm during the recent 

Mulligans Flat Road Fire.  Yass River brigade sent several crews to the fire 

over two days, and helped provide catering. Kay and Roger lost about 300 

ha of grazing land, as well as hay, fencing, and landscaping around their 

home. They also suffered severe damage to the trees on their property. 

Fortunately, and most importantly, due to the efforts of the firefighters, 

no lives were lost, no homes were lost and there were minimal stock 

losses . Their country was devastated in the 1979 fires … but the speed of 

the response [at this fire] from the volunteers and the equipment was 

amazing to see.' 
 

Donations 

We rely on annual donations from our roughly 140 residents to help fund our 

operational costs and some capital expenses, including the shed extension. So far 

about 30 residents have made a donation this year. If you want to donate and 

haven t got around to it yet, contact the secretary (secretary@yassriverbfb.org).  

 

Latest poem from Sutton brigade member, Marty Boyce 

Marty s latest poem, Blacking out, was published in the Yass Trib recently: 

http://www.yasstribune.com.au/story/4479586/letters-to-the-editor/?cs=1428 

He wrote it after coming back from blacking out operations at the Mulligans Flat Rd 

fire. 

 

Photos 

There was a lot of footage on facebook from the Carwoola fire as it happened, 

including a fire overrun and some footage as the Group 4 strike team arrived at the 

fire. (Search 'Carwoola Rd fire  on fb).  

Neville has recently added new photos ranging from 1993 through to Saturday's 

Dicks Creek Rd fire to our website, and has also put up the two videos just 

mentioned, from the Carwoola fire. See: http://yassriverbfb.org/photos_1.html 

If you have any photos for our photo gallery, hard copy or digital, they would be very 

welcome. Send them to Neville or respond to this email. 
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Broni mopping up at the Dicks Creek Rd fire, Gareth and Stuart in discussion and Gundaroo 

truck and crew filling up, further back.  
  

  
Duke Rd fire, looking over the fence into NSW. 


