
December 2016 

Christmas party, training, new callout system, and more 

Training is next Tuesday 13 December, 6.30pm at the fireshed, bbq after. Training will 

be quick-filling practice and portable weather stations, and an induction on the new online 

callout roster system – it’s important that active members come to the induction. 

Also in this email 

 Start of the online callout roster system for this season 

 Callouts 

 Increased grass fire risk 

 Christmas party – we need a few extra chairs 

 Request for annual donation 

 Shed extension 

Callout roster system 

The callout roster will be online this year, see https://www.myrfscrew.com/ 

Tim and Neville will provide an induction to the new system during training, and hand out a 

tip sheet. 

Callouts 

On 9 Nov Peter C and Shawn B attended an MVA on Dicks Creek Rd. 

Increased grass fire risk 

There is a higher risk of grass fires this season, due to the conducive growth conditions we 

experienced over spring. Grass fires can burn ferociously hot, send flame metres high, move 

fast and swing suddenly. Keep grass and vegetation short to reduce the fire hazard 

and eliminate shelter for vermin and snakes. 

Christmas Party – this Saturday 10 December, 5pm at the shed 

Please RSVP to this email if you haven’t already done so, so we can keep track of numbers. 

Also, to check that we have the right balance of salads and desserts – and some variety of 

each –  could those of you who know what you’re doing let me know so the organisers can 

do a final check on Thursday night to ensure we are on track for another legendary night. 

We are likely to be short a few chairs, so we need a few people bring a chair with them to 

make sure we’ve got enough. Only if it’s no trouble. 

Most of you are probably not aware, but under the rules governing charities, the brigade 

itself cannot fund a purely social event such as this. In the past, the costs of the pig, 

sausages, children's gifts, soft drinks, decorations and incidentals have been borne by 

individual members, mostly from the committee. Not including donations such as the lamb 

for the barbecue, last year's actual out-of-pocket expenses came to more than $600. After a 

number of years this is becoming a bit onerous for just a few people. We introduced a 

drinks tin this year, so the proceeds could help with these costs, and we have had both 

a lamb for the spit and a leg of cooked ham donated, but there is still a shortfall and this 

year we will make a donation tin available on the night so anyone who wishes to help offset 

these costs can do so. 

https://www.myrfscrew.com/


 

Request for annual donation 

We have recently distributed our letter requesting an annual donation from all residents in 

the brigade area. The RFS only covers some of our costs each year. The remainder is raised 

through fundraising activities (primarily the field days), support from local organisations 

(particularly Yarrh winery and Warrambui) and donations from residents – you. 

Shed extension 

It is fantastic seeing our brigade grow over the years but it means we are outgrowing our 

shed. We need a dedicated meeting/training space to accommodate our greater numbers 

and activities. Expanding the shed is not a cost the RFS supports, so we are setting aside 

funds for this ourselves. We plan to add an extra truck bay on the western end of the shed, 

which will allow us to take over the existing first bay for meetings and training. We will take 

the opportunity to improve the access to the mezzanine to overcome the design fault 

common to all firesheds like ours, and to build a hose-drying solution, a facility which is 

greatly needed. These enhancements will directly benefit the brigade’s training and 

operational capabilities.  

 


