
December 2015 

Training Tuesday, Christmas party, fire season issues, and more 

Training is next Tuesday, 8 December, BBQ after.  Training will be a line exercise with the 

trucks and it will be on a neighbouring property so you need to be at the fireshed ready to 

leave at 6.30pm. 

Also in this email: 

 Callouts since last training 

 Fire season 

 Total Fire Ban days 

 Slashing and mowing 

 Preventing arson 

 Crew snack packs and water 

 Load limits on local bridges – update 

 Christmas Party – invite the neighbours, and RSVP 

 Outcomes of activities in the past month: Nanima charity fundraiser, Gunning zone 

exercise, Group 4 trail familiarisation exercise, including photo. 

Callouts 

On the first day of summer, we attended a car fire on Yass River Road that turned into a 

grass fire, but luckily it was contained fairly quickly in very hot and windy conditions. The 

suspected cause was the car exhaust coming into contact with long grass after the driver 

pulled to the side of the road having run out of petrol. Together with Manton brigade, 

Peter, Donna, Neville, Broni and Mac attended in the Cat 9 and Cat 2. 

Fire season 

We are now in the fire danger period, during which you can't light any fire outside without a 

permit, other than cooking fires. Contact the captain (Peter) or senior deputy (Stuart) to 

obtain a permit.  

Peter: 0427 484 237 

Stuart: 0412 441 981 

Use common sense when using tools such as grinders or other equipment, including 

mowers, that could cause a spark. In the tinder-dry conditions we have during summer, a 

spark can ignite a grass fire that can quickly get away. 

Total Fire Ban days 

Permits are suspended on total fire ban days and only gas or electric barbecues permitted 

for outdoor cooking. The penalty for lighting a fire on a total fire ban day is a fine of up to 

$5500 or gaol for up to 12 months, or both. If a fire escapes and someone is injured or dies 

as a result, or it damages or destroys property or the environment, the fine can go up to 

$100,000 and the gaol term up to 14 years. 

Slashing and mowing are not permitted on total fire ban days. On other days, these 

activities should be undertaken after or during rain and not during the heat of the day. 

Adequate fire suppression equipment such as an extinguisher or at least 600 litres of water 



and a working pump should be available. Large financial penalties can be imposed for fires 

that start on your property and subsequently cause damage to other properties. 

Preventing arson 

In recent years, some callouts in the region have been to fires of a suspicious nature, so 

there is a need for the whole community to be vigilant. If you see unfamiliar cars that aren't 

just passing through, or something that just looks out of place, this may be what the police 

need. If you can, record the details of possibly suspicious vehicles (make, model, colour, 

registration) and the appearance of anyone acting suspiciously.  Report suspicious 

behaviour to Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.  

To report a fire emergency call Triple Zero (000). 

Crew snack packs and water 

After last month's training, Neville and I checked and restocked the water bottles and crew 

snack packs in each truck. Some of the water bottles have become dusty, but the contents 

are untainted. We will continue to check these each training night throughout the fire 

season. Meanwhile, if you use the supplies or find supplies have been used when you set 

out on a call, there is a store of snack packs in the tall cupboard closest to the kitchen 

bench, and water on the back shelves of the shed. 

Load limits on local bridges – update  

Yass Valley Council has placed load limits on a number of wooden bridges in the shire, 

including two in our brigade area. Temporary measures for brigade trucks to bypass the two 

bridges are now in place. These detours have been negotiated with local landholders and 

are not generally available. In addition, we also now have approval to use Dicks Creek bridge 

if responding to an incident. There is no similar approval for the Walmsley Crossing.  

Our drivers have been sent a map of the Walmsley detour. Check with Peter or Gareth if you 

don't know the new routes.  

The detour for the Walmsley Crossing, on Yass River road, adds 10 minutes to your trip, and 

the one to get around the Murrumbateman Creek bridge on Dicks Creek road 

adds 20 minutes.  

YVC is examining the feasibility of heavy-vehicle low-level crossing at the Dicks Creek Rd 

bridge.  

Christmas party 

Our Christmas party is on Saturday, 12 December, at the fireshed, starting at 5pm.  

If you plan on coming and haven't replied yet, make sure you do by Tuesday 8 December 

(training night), so we can ensure another great evening.  

Roast meats provided, as well as soft drinks.  

Santa will drop by with a bag of presents for the young ones.  

BYO alcohol and a plate (salad, dessert, etc). All residents of the brigade area are invited, so 

feel free to invite any neighbours who don't get this email or the leaflet. You can respond to 

this email with details of the number coming, age and gender of anyone 15 or under (this 

helps Santa with his planning), and your plate, so we can coordinate catering.  



All other enquiries and offers of help to Broni: draphyd@apex.net.au. Broni is looking for 

teams to clean out and set up the shed before the event, putting the decorations up, and 

cleaning up afterwards; and if you have suggestions for anything else, let her know what 

you could do. 

Last month's activities: outcomes 

 Nanima charity event: Dave F and Ian P, with the Cat 7, provided a brigade presence 

at the animal care fundraiser at Nanima Station, on Sunday 15 November. 

Fortunately no fire incident, and their bucket collection raised $76. 

 Gunning zone exercise: Gareth and Neville took a crew, including Sonia and Carlton.  

 Group 4 trail familiarisation exercise: A great success. About 70 people in 16 trucks 

from 6 brigades participated in the trail drive, including 11 people and 3 trucks from 

Yass River. Back Creek catering team put on great food at the end of the exercise, 

which also included crews from Gundaroo, Sutton, Belmont Forest and Springfield. 

Special thanks to the property owners who allowed the cavalcade through their 

properties. The group parked on the Mt Ramsay saddle while Peter briefed them on 

the fire that burned through Mt Ramsay about 20 years ago. (See photo) 
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